






In both spring and fall, thousands  
of sandhill cranes migrate through  
the valley. Refuge farm fields and 
privately-owned farmland provide 
essential feeding habitat. 

Monte Vista NWR provides vital 
migration habitat for sandhill  
cranes during their spring and fall 
migrations. The Monte Vista Crane 
Festival in mid-March celebrates  
the return of the cranes to the valley 
each spring. The Kids Crane Festival 
in October provides educational 
opportunities for children and their 
parents. Please contact the Refuge 
staff for more details about these 
festivals.

A Spectacular 
Migration 
Showplace
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Short-eared owl 
(above); Sandhill 
crane (below).



National wildlife refuges are great 
places to see, enjoy, and learn more 
about wildlife. Alamosa NWR and 

Monte Vista NWR are no 
exceptions. Visitors are 
encouraged to enjoy the 
Refuge activities discussed  
in this leaflet. Any activities 
not discussed in this leaflet 
are prohibited due to their 
conflict with the Refuges’ 
wildlife conservation mission 
and goals. For example, 
fishing, canoeing, boating, 
and jogging are some of the 
activities not allowed on the 
Refuges due to resulting 
disturbance to wildlife. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact the Refuge staff.

The headquarters office for the 
Complex is located off Adams Lane, 
approximately 1 mile east of the town 
of Alamosa. 

The visitor center, located on 
Alamosa NWR, is staffed seasonally 
by volunteers. It is located 4 miles 
east of the town of Alamosa on 
Highway 160 and 2 miles south  
on El Rancho Lane. A self-serve 
kiosk provides Refuge information 
when the visitor center is closed.

Self-guided, interpretive auto tour 
routes are found at both Alamosa  
and Monte Vista NWRs. Each auto 
tour showcases the wildlife, habitat, 
and management activities of that 
Refuge. Pull-offs located along public 
roads adjacent to Monte Vista NWR 
also offer wildlife viewing 
opportunities and more information 
about the Refuge. 
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At Alamosa NWR, the Bluff 
Overlook offers excellent wildlife and 
wild lands viewing. A short walking 
trail is available south of the overlook. 
For more energetic visitors, the 2-mile 
Rio Grande Nature Trail, located 
along a section of the river as it  
flows through Alamosa NWR, is also 
available. On Monte Vista NWR,  
a short walking trail is available for 
wildlife viewing. It is located near  
the beginning of the auto tour route.

Waterfowl and small game hunting 
are permitted on a portion of each 
Refuge according to State 
regulations. Special Refuge 
regulations and specific areas open  
to hunting are found in the hunting 
leaflet. The leaflet is available at  
the headquarters office.

Please contact the Refuge staff  
to arrange Refuge tours and 
environmental education activities. 

Motels and restaurants are found  
in both the towns of Alamosa and 
Monte Vista. A limited number of 
commercial campgrounds are also 
available in the area. 

Equal opportunity to participate  
in and benefit from programs and 
activities of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is available to all 
individuals regardless of physical  
or mental ability. Dial 711 for a free 
connection to the State relay service 
for TTY and voice calls to and from 
people with hearing and speech 
disabilities. For more information or 
to address accessibility needs, please 
contact the Refuge staff at 719 / 589 
4021, or the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Office of Equal Opportunity, 
1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 
20240.
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